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Thank you for helping us celebrate 
Maggie’s love of life and children, working 

together to find cures for pediatric cancers, 
and helping families with children affected. 

Welcome!



I have had the honor and pleasure of attending this gala and celebration of 
Maggie for years. Though I am disappointed that I am not able to be with 

you tonight, I know it will be another powerful and meaningful event.

As a pediatric oncologist and cancer biologist, I work to develop treat-
ments that maximize the success of currently available medicines, and to 
ultimately devise new therapies that are precise, curative, and safe. Your 

support plays a vital role in understanding the causes of childhood cancer, 
including the kind that Maggie had, and using this essential knowledge to 

develop effective therapies. I am excited to share three breakthroughs 
that would not have been possible without you and Maggie’s Mission.

F I R S T
Based on research supported by Maggie’s Mission, together with 

clinical investigators at MSK Kids, we developed a new clinical trial of the 
recently developed experimental drug called elimusertib, to establish its 
safe use in children with cancers, including rhabdoid tumors in particular. 

This study is actively enrolling patients across the entire country. 
We anticipate completing this trial in 2024, which would allow us 
to combine this new drug with other drugs in order to develop 

effective therapies, which are so urgently needed.

S E C O N D
We constructed precise molecular maps of rhabdoid tumors, the type 

of childhood cancer Maggie had. Besides being the most complete maps 
of rhabdoid tumors to date, these results are also beginning to reveal 
candidate targets for new immunotherapies that are fundamentally 

different from all other treatments. We have begun to test these targets 
with the goal of advancing them for medical development for patients.

L A S T L Y
Maggie’s Mission and your support enabled us to determine 

how rhabdoid tumors respond to a recently approved new drug 
called Tazemetostat (Tazverik®), which works for some patients 

with rhabdoid tumors but not for others. We defined the molecular 
principles that explain how Tazemetostat works, pointing to two 

new combination treatments that should be more effective. 
We have already begun discussions with pharmaceutical companies 

to develop a new combination clinical trial. 

We are confident that continued research will one day lead to effective 
treatments for children with cancer like Maggie’s and many others. 
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Sincerely,
Alex Kentsis, M.D., Ph.D.

Director, Tow Center for Developmental Oncology Associate Member, 
Sloan Kettering Institute and Department of Pediatrics, Memorial Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Pharmacology, 
and Physiology & Biophysics, Weill Medical College of Cornell University
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As the sun sets 
on another year without 

you Maggie, we want to say 
not a day goes by that we 

don’t think of you. 
We love and miss you.

Proud supporter of your 
foundation helping children.



AND THE VANDERBILT 
MUSEUM & PLANETARIUM

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF





PROUD SUPPORTER OF 
MAGGIE’S MISSION



Phone: 631-841-3300 + Fax: 631-841-3303

Structure Tek is a proud long time supporter of

MAGGIE’S MISSION

Dmarinelli@stekconstruction.com

 Commercial General Contractors & 
Residential Custom Builders

BOOKING NOW FOR BUSINESS 
PORTRAITS, ACTING HEAD SHOTS, 
MARKETING CAMPAIGNS & MORE. 

CALL OR EMAIL TODAY!

www.christopherappoldt.com

631.561.8191



Come discover the 
Suffolk County Vanderbilt 

Museum and Reichert 
Planetarium…

Travel back in time while 
visiting the Mansion.

Journey through the 
Universe in the 
Planetarium.

Have fun with us all 
summer long!

Visit our website at
vanderbiltmuseum.org 

for hours and to 
learn more.

Stunning floral arrangements for your most special occasions. 

A D R I A N  B  E V E N T  D E S I G N

MAIN (516) 466-6151  |  CELL (646) 423-7919
adrianbeventdesign.com | @adrianbeventdesign



1700 ARCTIC AVE #2
BOHEMIA, NY 11716

(631) 244-3624
WWW.LISOUNDDJ.COM

WHEN IT HAS 
TO BE PERFECT

WWW.MYLDI.COM
50 Jericho Quadrangle, Jericho, NY 11753

Connecting your print, 
managed IT, pro AV, cloud, 

security and document 
management to make your 
business run more efficiently.



Thank you to Mike Elliott and the All Veteran Group, for helping 
us realize Maggie’s Bucket List Skydive, and to JK Consulting 

for the introduction and making the jump happen.

Maggie’s Bucket List
Found in a notebook after she died.



The Good We Do, thanks to you!
This information is updated almost weekly as our 

foundation grows and helps in more ways than ever.

THEGOODWEDO

OVER $2 MILLION RAISED SINCE 2017 WITH $165.7K DONATED IN 2022

$28K
SCHOLARSHIPS
AWARDED TO
HF STUDENTS

$52.1K
MAGGIE’S

MEAL PROGRAM
AT RMH-NY

$210.5K
FINANCIALLY

ASSIST
CHILDREN

& FAMILIES
AFFECTED $10K

MSK FOOD
PANTRY

$1.6M
FUND MRT
PEDIATRIC 

CANCER 
RESEARCH 

AT MSK

Just four months after losing our sweet girl, Maggie’s Mission became an 
official non-profit in September 2017, which happens to be pediatric cancer 

awareness month. Since then, we’re proud to have raised over $2 million 
(and counting!) to fight pediatric cancers and assist families in need.



B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

Donna DeSousa-Schmidt, President

Steven Thomas Schmidt, Vice President

Steven Michael Schmidt, Secretary; Treasurer

Briana DiPardo, Special Events Officer

Chris Squeri,  Special Events Officer

Joan Motherway, Program Director

Susan Cammarota, Volunteer Services Officer

G A L A  C O M M I T T E E

Samantha Laterza

Briana DiPardo

Joan Motherway

Brenda Lombardo

Donna DeSousa-Schmidt

Steve Schmidt

Steven Schmidt

Thank you!

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

G A L A  C O M M I T T E E

V O L U N T E E R S  T O N I G H T

Steven Schmidt

Kyle Wendelken

Kane Henrikson

Thomas Ardito

Dan Ash

Bella Kolodziejczyk

Jamie Kolodziejczyk 

Olivier Michel

Jack Schroeder

V O L U N T E E R S  T O N I G H T



 

 

Journal and gala printing donated by LDI Connect, myldi.com

Photography donated by Christopher Appoldt, christopherappoldt.com

Flowers donated by Adrian B Event Design, adrianbeventdesign.com

DJ services & A/V equipment donated by LI Sound DJ Entertainment, lisounddj.com

Sponsorship table wines, prosecco toast, Rosé, and Casamigos donated 
by Southern Glazer’s Wine & Spirits, southernglazers.com

Glow for Gold MMidori signature drink donated by Love Tito’s, lovetitos.com

Beer sampling donated by Blue Point Brewing, bluepointbrewing.com 

Specialty cake donated by the Frosted Rose Bakery, @frostedrosebakery

VIP Lounge Decor and blacklights by NY Lounge Decor 

Face painting by Faces of PicNick

Videgraphy services by Lindsey Trapp Photography 

Catering by Lessings Hospitality Group, lessings.com

M A G G I E S M I S S I O N . O R G

S P E C I A L  T H A N K S !S P E C I A L  T H A N K S !

Thank you to New York Community Bank for being our 
Presenting Sponsor, and the Cangemi Family for your 

continuing support.

Thank you to the Charles and Helen Reichert Family Foundation 
and the Vanderbilt Museum for hosting the sixth annual 

Maggie’s Mission Angelversary Gala.

Thank you to Mike Elliott and the All Veteran Group, for helping 
us realize Maggie’s Bucket List Skydive, and to JK Consulting for 

the introduction and making the jump happen.

We also would like to thank Lessings Hospitality for 
their support of our event, and for going above and 

beyond with services.




